
There were lots of Local Authority Planning issues, 
Listed Building complications etc.... but bit by bit the 
estate came back to life over the following six years. 

(pics 20, 21, 22)

Part 5, 1993 – present  Shire Properties

Despite his reservations, dire warnings and lots of 
negative professional advice Chris decided to purchase 
the Estate and in October 1993, Shire Properties was 
formed to acquire, manage and develop Warlies.

In the short term the only practical way forward was to 
let as much of the space for office use as possible. 
Residential conversion, care home and hotel uses were 
just not feasible, and would anyway have resulted in 
the sale of Warlies to a third party.

The parts of the buildings that required the least work 
were dealt with first.

Pictures: (Top Left) The work begins, first tidy up! 1993 (Bottom Left) Removal of rotten ceilings and wall finishes 1995
(Top Right) Georgian Wing newly underpinned, ground & first floors re-instated 1998 (Middle) Eastern Elevation 1998 (Bottom) Georgian Wing Portico restoration completed 1998

 of Warlies Park House



and happy. And they are genuinely amazed at the work 
that has been done.

Much of the restoration work was uneconomic at the 
time, and frankly some of the ongoing work still is. 
However, the final outcome is more satisfying than any 
of us could have ever imagined.

We are very proud to be the current custodians of such 
an historic estate that might otherwise have been lost 
forever.

Since then Shire Properties has continually improved 
the buildings internally and externally as and when 
able. The park-like nine acres of grounds have also 
received the same care and dedication. 

Warlies now accommodates the office needs of a 
diverse collection of thriving businesses, all of which 
appreciate the unique environment.

Over the years we have had many visits from past 
Barnardo's boys and girls. Without exception their 
recollections have always been very animated, moving 

Picture: Stable Block
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